THE    SOUTH    SEA    KINGS

THE FIRM of Godeffroy of Hamburg has been in
existence for about a century. Until about 1857
they maintained a fleet of vessels, many of which
traded in the Indian Sea, under the direction of an
agent established at Cochin, while others made
regular voyages to the Spanish main, Valparaiso
being their rendezvous. At Cochin they maintained
a large cocoa-nut oil-pressing establishment. At
Valparaiso their captains took instructions from
a general agent, whose subordinates resided at
Coquimbo, Valdivia, Takuano, Guayaquil, San Jose
de Guatemala, and elsewhere. Their trade was
chiefly in saltpetre, copper and cochineal. . . .
In 1872 the establishment of the Godeffroys at
Apia consisted of a superintendent, a cashier, eleven
clerks, a harbour-master, two engineers, ten car-
penters, two coopers, four plantation managers, a
surgeon, and a land-surveyor. These were the per-
manent establishment, and were all Europeans, and
naturally enough, mostly Germans. In addition-
there were numerous supernumeraries of all nation-
alities, among whom may be counted half-breeds,
Portuguese, and Chinamen. They generally em-
ployed, as plantation labourers, about 400 Poly-
nesians, imported from the Savage and Line Islands.
Their property at that time, and it has immensely'
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